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In light of some recent changes proposed to the benefits
for Persons with Disabilities, both at the Federal and
Provincial levels, in this issue we focus on the following
three topics:
i. Proposed Canada Disability Benefits
ii. BC Fuel Tax Refund
iii. HandyDart: Compass and Discounted Fares
We hope you find this information helpful.

The Proposed Canada Disability Benefit
Bill C-3 was tabled by the Honorable Carla Qualtrough in
Canada's Parliament on June 22, 2021.This legislation provides
a framework to introduce a Canadian Disability Benefit. The
purpose of this Act is to reduce poverty and to support the
financial security of persons with disabilities.
In a press conference following the tabling of Bill C-35,
Minister Qualtrough stated the government's intention to
“work with the disability community through the summer and
beyond to ensure this benefit is designed with their input in
mind.”
This Act has had a First Reading in the House of Commons and
will come into force on a day to be fixed by order of the
Governor in Council.
As the Canada Disability Benefit has the potential to be
Canada's first truly inclusive and accessible income support
program, Inclusion Canada is committed to consult Canadians
with disabilities and offer a collective input during this
consultation process as mentioned in their press release.
Who will get the Benefit?
A person is eligible for a Canada disability benefit if they meet
the eligibility criteria set out in the regulations.
The Canada disability benefit will be paid to a person who is
eligible for the benefit, applies or has an application made on
their behalf, in accordance with the regulations, and meets
any other conditions set out in the regulations.
For an overview of Bill C-35 click here

B.C. Fuel Tax Refund Program
When you purchase fuel in BC, you pay fuel tax. If you
have a qualifying disability, the fuel tax refund program
allows you to request a refund of the provincial motor
fuel tax you paid in BC on fuel you used in a vehicle you
own or lease.
The refund program has a maximum refund amount of
$500 for each calendar year. The refund is calculated
based on the total amount of fuel tax you paid during the
year, which may be less than the $500 maximum for each
calendar year.
Those eligible for the fuel tax refund program may
receive:
· a fuel tax refund of up to $500 each calendar year
for a qualifying vehicle registered in the program
· a 25% discount off your ICBC basic Autoplan
insurance (including electric vehicles)
Important Links
· Complete the Fuel Tax Refund online
· Learn about the fuel tax refund program
eligibility criteria
· View the Ministry of Finance Tax Bulletin on the
fuel tax refund
· Download a registration form for the fuel tax
refund
· Learn about ICBC's basic Autoplan insurance
disability discount
If you would like to learn more, Tax AID DABC is hosting
separate workshops on the Fuel Tax Refund Program for
persons with disabilities.
Workshops will be held on the following dates:
· September 2, 2021, 1:30-3 pm (all welcome)
· November 18, 2021, 11-12:30 pm (all welcome)

If you would like further information about these
workshops, you can call 236-477-1717 or 1-877-940-7797 or
email taxaid@disabilityalliancebc.org

HandyDART: Compass and
Discounted Fares
Starting on October 1, 2021, TransLink is
introducing Compass and age-based
discounts for HandyDART customers.
HandyDART customers will be able to
use Compass Cards and Tap to Pay with
contactless credit cards for easier and
more convenient payment.
Compass will allow HandyDART
customers to access benefits such as
AutoLoad for automatic balance top-ups
and gives customers the ability to
protect their Compass Card balance if it
is lost or stolen.
In addition, age-based discounts
(concession fares) will also be
introduced for HandyDART customers
aged 13 to 18 and 65 and over. This means
cheaper fares for approximately 70 to
75% of HandyDART customers.

https://www.communitylivingsociety.ca/about-us/whats-new/

As part of this update, HandyDART
customers will also have access to fare
products currently available on
conventional transit, including
DayPasses.
These improvements will make
HandyDART fares more equitable and
allow customers to more easily travel
between HandyDART and the bus,
SeaBus, SkyTrain, and West Coast
Express.
Compass Cards can be purchased online,
over the phone at 604.398.2042, or at a
retailer.
To learn more visit the Buzzer Blog
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