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In Memory

Message from the CEO
~ Janice Barr
The new year is upon us and so is a new wave of
COVID. The Omicron variant has signiﬁcantly
impacted our families, friends and communi es.
CLS has not avoided the severe impact of this
latest variant. Services have been disrupted as a
substan al number of staﬀ and individuals we
support have contracted COVID. Although CLS
staﬀ are working at full capacity to con nue to
provide service during this me, there have been
service closures, delays and disrup ons. Over the last
two years CLS has developed fulsome exposure control
protocols and procedures. We con nue to rely on these proven prac ces as
we a empt to manage this latest wave.
I want to extend my apprecia on to the people we support and their families
for their understanding and pa ence during this very turbulent and
challenging me. I also want to acknowledge and thank CLS staﬀ who have
con nued to provide excep onal support throughout the pandemic; in spite
of the many challenges, they have persevered.
Although our a en on has almost exclusively been focused on managing the
latest wave, in November CLS embarked upon an ini a ve to assess the
accessibility our services. We want to know if people experience barriers that
make it hard for them to access or fully engage in our services.

Doug (Dougie) Williamson
November 5, 1959 - November 29, 2021

Doug was a gentle soul who loved being out in
nature; he had a good sense of humour and
would clap his hands when something was
especially funny or when he was in a happy
mood. He loved music, especially when Jared
would sing with him. He had a way of le ng you
know when he wanted something in a rush, like
li ing up the kitchen table to say "Hurry up with
the food, I'm hungry"! He was respected by his
roommates, both past and present, and seemed
to really miss Steve, a former roommate, when
he passed.

CLS plans to have conversa ons with the people who are involved in our
services so we can learn more and iden fy areas for improvement. We have
already had mee ngs with self-advocates and employees and, will be hos ng
sessions for family/network members in February via Zoom.
To help us be er understand accessibility issues, we will be looking at key
areas that can pose some challenges for all of us.
·Physical or Architectural
·Communica on
·A tudinal
·Financial
·Employment

·Technology
·Transporta on
·Community Integra on
·Environmental

Ricardo “Ricky” Manuli
August 2, 1977 – November 8, 2021

A ﬁnal report will be created that includes informa on from these mee ngs
and conversa ons so the CLS leadership team can develop a plan to address
the iden ﬁed barriers.
If you are a family or network member and interested in par cipa ng in this
discussion, we would like to hear from you.
February 15th
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
rd
February 23
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Please RSVP to Vicky Pascoe at vpascoe@communitylivingsociety.ca or via
phone at 604.517.2033.

We are sad to inform you all of the passing of
Ricardo “Ricky” Manuli. Ricky moved into 95th
home back in 2001. Ricky was a gentle, curious
man and always had a big smile. He enjoyed
being in his home with a slower paced day. When
COVID started, he joined along on the many
Zoom par es and par cipated in the ac vity
calendar challenges. Unfortunately, his health
began to decline and a er a number of hospital
admissions, on October 21st he was admi ed to
the hospital and passed away on November 8th.
Ricky will be greatly missed.

The zoom informa on will be sent when an RSVP is received.
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In Memory

Pamela Kerswell
September 7, 1949 –
November 5, 2021

Alfred Monk
October 3, 1951 November 18, 2021

On Friday, November 5,
2021, Pamela Kerswell
passed away in hospital with
her sister by her side. Having
le Woodlands with her
partner Leslie Tarron in the
early 1980's, Pamela resided
in a CLS home with Leslie for
over 40 years. Pam was very
social, and family and friends
were the center of her life.
When COVID came along and
restricted in-person
mee ngs, Pam was thrilled
to be able to join in Zoom
par es to interact with her
friends and family. Pamela
relied on “Charlie” her
electric wheelchair to get
around. Charlie gave her the
freedom to be able to access
her community without
relying on staﬀ supports,
which was very important to
Pam. She loved going for
walks and a ending
community events such as
church, farmer's markets,
and fairs. Pamela had a
wonderful sense of humour
and an infec ous laugh that
will be missed by all whose
lives she touched.

It is with profound sadness that
we announce the passing of
Alfred (Alﬁe) Monk, son of the
late Mary and Joseph Monk
and brother to the late Gladys
Nicholson (George) and Gary
Monk. Le to mourn are his
sisters Josie Smith (Derek) and
Diane Monk Dorey (Larry), his
nieces Tammy-Lynn, Lee-Anna
and Kelly-Lee. His nephews
Bobby-Joe, Alan, Sco and
Stephen and many rela ves
and friends.
“Our dear darling brother was
a very loving and kind soul. He
loved playing his train videos
and listening to his music,
especially “Elvis” and “Johnny
Cash”. Immense gra tude to
Darren Priest and our very
special niece Tammy-Lynn
Nicholson, who was his
caregiver and best friend. She
brought such joy to his life. We
are forever grateful to her. We
were so blessed to have had
“Alﬁe” in our lives.”
In signing oﬀ as “Alﬁe” would
have said: “I’m on my way....
WHOOSH!”

Melissa & Riley celebrated the series ﬁnale of the TV
show "Supergirl", which included all of their favorite
foods, decora ons, matching t-shirts and even
custom mugs made by Riley!

Rob and Grant were
roommates for many years in Surrey.
When their Home Share Provider re red,
Grant went to live in South Surrey and Rob
moved to 48B in Ladner.
The guys recently got together to celebrate
Rob's Birthday at McDonalds in Ladner! It's
always great see how happy they
are to meet up!

Staff Profile

Employment Profiles
John began his employment almost 1 year
ago at Aldergrove Credit Union (ACU). He
was hired as a contractor providing parking
lot maintenance and sanita on of the
building; an important task during a
pandemic! When ACU approached the CLS
about ﬁlling this role they were interested in
someone with very good a en on to detail
and someone who takes pride in the work
they do. They wanted the work to ma er to
the candidate, and knew if it did, the quality
would show in this person's work. Right
away I knew John would be an excellent
c a n d i d a t e fo r t h i s ro l e . J o h n i s a
perfec onist and makes sure he has the
knowledge to back up his ac ons. He cares
about doing a great job and looks forward to
seeing the results of his hard work.

Sarah McLeod

Employment at ACU provided John with
independence, community involvement
and work that he can feel proud of. John's
“I e
job isn't just about the face of the
that a njoy havi
building looking good, it's also about
ng n
re
get lo suppor ve ice cowor
making a diﬀerence to the
custo ts of recog . It feels g kers
environment and helping to keep the
m
o
n
build ers and o i on from od that I
ing co
ther b
community safe during Covid.
regu
prope mpliment usinesses lar
in the
on ho
every rty looks.
John's supervisor, Kristan Schwabe, is
I wor w clean th
thing
k ha
e
is
the Assistant Branch Manager. She
and p clean and rd so
s
e
an
ople n
shared some very posi ve feedback on
o ce” itary
~
J
ohn
John’s work at the Aldergrove Credit Union.
“John is doing great! All of the staﬀ have
commented on the great work he's doing and that he's a
hard worker. He wipes everything down and works hard. I did an
inspec on a er he le and couldn't ﬁnd a single piece of garbage! He has been doing a great
job and we so appreciate him!”

Congratula ons to Michael who graduated from the
“Intro to Cook” training program at Dan's Legacy.
With this successful comple on, Michael has
secured permanent employment at Terry Fox High
School working at the salad bar in the cafeteria.
Congratula ons Michael.
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Sarah is the new Team Lead
at the Villa Rosa home in
Chilliwack. She started
working for the CLS in
November, 2021.
What is your favourite thing
about working at CLS?
Every day is a new challenge
to look forward to.
What is a passion or hobby
of yours?
Outdoor ac vi es such as
hiking, boa ng, kayaking,
canoeing, snowboarding,
cross country skiing, etc.
If you could meet one
person (dead or alive) who
would it be?
Ellen
Where do you want to
travel, but have never been?
South America – speciﬁcally
the Andes

Staff Profile
Well, we made it through another
year! In spite of our doors being
closed to the public, we had a
pre y busy quarter. We made 500
g i n ge r b re a d h o u s e s fo r C L S
employees, had sales both at the
door and online, and oﬀered take
home glass kits - which were a big
hit.

Art Dona on - NCC

Rachel Pearsall
Rachel is the new Manager of Homes currently
working at the Eastlawn home. She started
working at the CLS in November, 2021.
Dona on to the Flood

What is your favourite thing about working at
CLS?
There are a great many things I love about working
for CLS, but one of my favorite things has to be how
helpful and kind everybody is. Being new to the
organiza on, I am adjus ng and learning the ways of
doing things at CLS, and everybody is wan ng and
willing to oﬀer up a gem of advice. Thanks everyone!

Wise Employment

We also received a large order from Wise
Employment. It's truly wonderful to have such great
community support. On that note, Studio73 was
invited to become interim Board Members of the
Newton Business Improvement Associa on - un l
they vote us in (hopefully) at the AGM in February.

What is a passion or hobby of yours?
Travel!! Travelling is one of my favorite things to do,
but it has been very diﬃcult through this past couple
of years. I do try to squeeze in a close to home trip
here and there to sa sfy my travel desires. Outside of
travelling, I do enjoy spending me going for walks
with my chihuahua Peanut, and I've recently learned
the somewhat mindless "art" of diamond pain ng.
Strangely addic ng..

Christmas Bureau

If you could meet one person (dead or alive) who
would it be?
Tough ques on, but I think I will say Queen Elizabeth
II. I respect the Queen for taking her responsibility so
seriously at such a young age, however I can see she
has quite a good sense of humor, and I think she is a
very down to earth person. Also, a ernoon tea with
the Queen sounds like a lovely thing to do don't you
think?

Where do you want to travel, but have never
been?

Surrey Women’s
Centre

We hosted a group class at the
Newton Cultural Centre. It was so
great to be around others again!
We also received a number of
custom "animal" orders for Kurt, in
part because he had a wonderful
display in the window at Sudio73.
One such order came from a
customer looking for him to create
a memorial of a friend's dog who
she had just lost. This was Kurt's
ﬁrst project like this. For him there
was a great need to get the detail as
accurate as possible. He
completely blew us all away with
what he accomplished.

One of the things we ﬁt into our schedule was taking
a free 12-week course oﬀered through the
University of Alberta- Indigenous Canada. At the end
of each week there is a quiz that you must pass in
order to move on. We are proud to share that we
completed this course and will be receiving our
cer ﬁcate shortly.

Newton Cultural Centre Class

Kurt

I've been to most con nents, but not Africa or South
America. I would love to visit both con nents, but
speciﬁcally South Africa as I have family roots there,
and Quito, Ecuador - wouldn't you love to stand on
the equator and be in the northern and southern
hemisphere at the same me? Perhaps these bucket
list trips will have to wait a li le while yet though!
Meals on Wheels

This was also a quarter of "giving back." We wrapped
up the year being able to donate a total of $500 to
the Surrey Women's Centre, water to those aﬀected
by the ﬂoods, and art supplies to the Newton
Cultural Centre (Christmas Bureau). We also found
80 Halloween ornaments (we've had for some me
now!) that we packaged up with a chocolate bar and
donated to a nearby neighbourhood. With some of
the glass le over from the gingerbread houses, we
made and donated 400 reindeer ornaments to local
not for proﬁt organiza ons. It was a great way to end
the year! We are now looking forward to what 2022
will bring our way.

Po eryWorks ar sts from the Colour Collec ve had
a show of pain ngs and photo Giclee's at Regent
College UBC. The work of ar sts Akim Zongo, Sheri
Lynn Seitz, Dan Tell and James Lash were exhibited in
a show "Four Visions: Outside Looking In". Gallery
staﬀ reported many very posi ve comments from
visitors to the gallery, about the quality of the ar st's
work. Congratula ons to everyone.

Po eryWorks ar st James Lash has been very busy
this past season. Along with the UBC show, the one
man show at the New Westminster Library "My
View" has just opened for the month of January.
James also had his pain ng of Woodlands accepted
by the Port Moody Sta on Museum for the exhibit
about 'Inclusion.'
Everyone supported in a CLS staﬀed home this year
received angels to paint from Po eryWorks. Santa's
helpers delivered these to all of the homes. Here you
can see Joe and Lorne decora ng theirs and ge ng
them ready to be ﬁred up in the kiln.
The holiday season at Po eryWorks was very busy,
with the month of December being an all- me
record for sales. Thank you to all of our customers
and supporters.

On October 16th we
bid farewell to
Robert Kalalo, long
me Leader at the
Sidley home. Robert
was an integral part
of this team and will
be missed by
everyone. We wish
him all the best in
his re rement.

CLS Photo Gallery

A visit to Alder Acres
Pumpkin Patch

Heaven camping in
Fort Langley

Holy pumpkins!

Andrew and his Dad
decorate for Christmas

David, Dana, and Christine
enjoy a lovely fall day

Fall cleanup at
Cheyanne enjoying
time at PotteryWorks the Quadling home

Jennifer taking in
the festive lights

Linda and James visit
the pumpkin patch

Colleen is LOVING the
new van at her home

Lissa + Lisa visit the pumpkin patch

Nader decorating his tree
to take home

Ricki and Rosie attend a
holiday kick-off movie

Quadling ladies vote!
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A visit to the
Fun Park in Surrey

Dickson’s new found interest
- and he is really good at it!

Karim excited to take
his tree home

I have been enjoying going bowling at
Grandview Lanes under the glow in the
dark lights, going for walks and seeing all
the fall colours on the trees. This holiday
season I also enjoyed going back to see the
Dunderave fes val of lights in West
Vancouver. – Sara Metcalf

The Sidley folks did a great job
making scones and
carving pumpkins.

Baking is no fun
unless you get
some on you!

C
Kelley made a real treat for dinner - Garlic Fried
Rice, and Tofu and Fishball S r Fry. Super
Yummy.
Kelley's REINDOUGH making cooking show was
so much fun. Santa was in trouble, as all of his
reindeers got COVID and had to be quaran ned,
except Rudolph. Fortunately, they called in their
back ups: Mac, Popeye, Kane and even Olive (the
other reindeer who used to call Rudolph names).
Far right photo: Lorraine and her Christmas
cookie crea on, Lorraine loves everything about
Christmas.

king Corner

We are pleased to announce the
comple on of the Community Cupboard
at the Kwantlen Park/City Centre Church
Community Garden!
We are ac vely ﬁlling the cupboard with food, mi s, gloves, hats,
blankets and snacks for our neighbourhood. Many of our
homeless neighbours have let us know how delighted they are.
One staﬀ member brought in fresh apples from their yard that
were greatly appreciated.
We have reached out to the high school to help spread the word!

Community Cupboard Gets Some Comfort
Jasmine has been making comfort kits for the Community
Cupboard located at 13063 104 Avenue.
She has placed donated socks, gloves, hats, scarves as well as
some warm hoodies and food items from our re red emergency
kits. Some favourite items have been Jasmine’s homemade
Christmas treat bags, granola bars, baggies of ssues and band
aids! If anyone would like to donate any items please feel free to
drop them oﬀ at the cupboard or ask any of us at Surrey Day
Supports to come and pick them up!!

First Place in Gingerbread Content
For the third year in a row, the Surrey Day Supports
submi ed an entry to the Gingerbread Village at
Central City Centre, which raises money for the
Christmas Bureau.
This year, the folks put in amazing work and added li le
touches to make this entry extra special. Their hard
work paid oﬀ as they won ﬁrst place in their category
and received a $500 cash prize that will be split
between all who par cipated!
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Elizabeth Hope Dickson
th

was born on December 30 2021,
weighing in at 8lbs 5oz. Elizabeth is
the ﬁrst baby girl for Samantha
Dickson and her husband Troy.
Elizabeth has two adorable big
brothers. Samantha is the Director
of Projects and Policy.

Tanner Rowan

Did you

was born at 11:34 on November 10,
2021. He weighed 5 lbs 11oz. He is
the ﬁrst child for Bailey Wyka and her
partner Stuart. Bailey is a
Coordinator for the Individualized
Supports program.
Merhawei planted
some seeds during
a Zoom party and
look at how much it
has grown.
Merhawei and
others at Team
Burnaby have been
watering and
rota ng the plants
in the window
wai ng for them to
bloom.
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Making cooking and meal
prep fun and exci ng is
important to Kevin, as
me ﬂies when you're
having fun! Between
switching up recipes,
adding to his cookbook,
and taste tes ng his
dinners, Kevin has been
developing a liking for
food and meal
prepara on. Of course,
ea ng healthily is
extremely important,
though Kevin s ll wants to
emphasize that ea ng junk
food can also be a tasty

Employee Anniversaries
October 2021 - March 2022
3 years

6 years

14 years

26 years

30 years

Amandeep Kaur
Alan Kuang
Ali Emami
Alyssa Borella
Andreas Perez
Amritpal Kaur
Sarabjit Lally
Thomas Slack
Harpreet Dhillon
Alyssa Nathoo
Susan Lauzon
Shirene Prakash
Jasmine King
Dolly Motsumi
Nigel Dadswell
Nancy Johnson
Ramil Tiu
Mellany Hugo
Abigail Frando
Saveta Bikicki
Meron Aregy
Grace Wang
Wylie Karila

Tasha Rempel
Kris an Reyes
Sandeep Hans
Jag Raniga
Katrina MacNeil
Natasha Hannan
Leila Kardan
Antonio Kanu
Gloria Aragones Aliaga

June Sheck
Lila Johnson
Inder Dhami
Lynn Smith

Enrique Villanueva
Ian Mason
Charlo e Casson

David Wiegert

15 years

Danielle Walsh
Jacqueline Culliven
Agata Leks

4 years
Anjana Bharali
Tara Dhakal
Maggie Cas llo
Laura Carver
Mearon Michael
Melissa Cooke
Criselda Tejada
Nicodemus Zano
Jade Braunwell
Harminder Sekhon
Robin Gibson
Harpreet Grewal
Bailey Wyka
Rachel Fehr
Alyssa Minniss
Kiranjot Sidhu

5 years
Guadalupe Wilkie
Injot Basnet
Mostafa Al Hamdan
Danyan Udoh
Chris ne Jones
Parminder Bains
David Musa
Kailee Ma hies
Chris na Montonen
Roselynne de Jesus
Chris na Clarke
Madhu Thapar
Alanna Bellamy
Robert Smith
Inderjot Sidhu

7 years
Laura Allan
Laura Marko
Nicole Phelan
Edith Markser
Amy Liu
Daniel Cameron
Andrew Malin
Julie Maxim

Noel Blanco
Marcia Sco

16 years

Maria Sussi
Shannon Cole
Subhag Chand

17 years

Myella Mckenzie-Cook

18 years
Adelia Lamzon
Faith Sabokdast

19 years
Lorraine Lepine

9 years

10 years

11 years
Ron Torres

12 years
Chris na Gagno
Vikki Ruppel
John Whitaker
Henry Nagel
Aneesha Naidu
Jessica Hopkins
Zane Mccarthy

13 years
Monika Madarova
Heidi Cain
Diane Ebner
Sara Marwa

32 years
Kari Ellenwood
Inthirani Arul

33 years
Julie Haddock
Elizabeth Symmers

29 years

Chris Coon

8 years

Hayley Albus
Vicky Pascoe
Amanda Peacock
Tyler Vi e
Will Crowe

28 years

Tara Walker
Sharon Wesko
Georgina Grant-Guillou
Sirjana Shrestha
Stephen Bain

Renee Clark
Cate Sercombe
Collin Stone
Charlo e Powell

Gillian Rhodes
Nicki Roberts
Leni Loconte
Bre Carlyle

27 years

31 years
Doug Smith

21 years
Bill Wesko
Amy Saip
Parm Dhillon

22 years
Mark Embacher
Joanne Hauer
Alison Found
Alla Melnikova
Charlene Francis

23 years
Shima Ali
Janice Logan
Kris Wilken
Marta Mierzwinska
Paul Hetherington
Musare Iya-Songa

24 years
Lynde Manning

25 years
Caroline Marklundh
Laura Pedersen
Rani Marwa
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Promotions &
New Appointments
Rachel Pearsall
Manager of Staﬀed Homes
Sarah McLeod
Team Lead - Villa Rosa
Melanie Ma
Property and Fleet Design Administrator
Naveen Dhaliwal
Recruiter
Josh Arruda
Team Lead - 133rd
Jacqueline Culliven
Team Lead - 48B
Joanne Lozano
Team Lead - Southern
Taranjit Bhangu
Team Lead – Supported Living
Angela Davie
Assistant Coordinator – Individualized Supports
Sandy Basi
Coordinator – Individualized Supports
Anthony Fajardo
Manager of Supported Living
Valerie McGowan
Team Lead – Quadling B

DONATE TODAY!
Your generous dona ons provide real
opportuni es for the individuals
supported by the CLS to live life to the
fullest.
You can contribute by sending cash or a
cheque to:
Community Living Society
7th Floor – 713 Columbia Street
New Westminster, BC, V3M 1B2
Dona on receipts sent to our oﬃce via
cheque or cash will be issued for
amounts in excess of $10.
Dona ons via credit card can be made by
visi ng our website:
h ps://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/
5841/dona on
If you have any ques ons, please contact
us at 604.523.0303 or
contactus@communitylivingsociety.ca
Thank you for your considera on.

JOIN TODAY!
Become a CLS Member
Date_____________________________
First Name________________________
Last Name________________________
Phone____________________________
Address___________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
Email _____________________________
There is no fee to be a CLS member. Memberships are renewed on
an annual basis at or a er the Annual General Mee ng.
•
Members must:
◦
be 18+ years of age
◦
be interested in advancing the purposes and suppor ng
the ac vi es of the Society
•
Members cannot be:
◦
An employee or contractor of the CLS
◦
An employee of the government of the Province of
Bri sh Columbia or Canada whose du es are concerned
with the aﬀairs of the Society.
If you would like to be a member of the CLS, please send this
completed form to us:
By Mail:
7th Floor - 713 Columbia Street, New Westminster, BC, V3M 1B2
By Fax:
604-523-9399
By Email:
contactus@communitylivingsociety.ca

